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Story Retelling: Christopher Columbus
Cut out the retelling cards and see if you can put them in the correct order.

Name:            Date:
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Christopher 
Columbus was 

born in Italy. He 
was a sailor.

The King and 
Queen of Spain 
gave him money 
for his journey.

Christopher 
Columbus found 
land and thought 
he was in India.

There were 
people already 

living on the land 
and Christopher 
Columbus called 

them Indians.

Columbus traveled 
home and told 

everyone about 
the New World 
that he found.

He thought he had 
found a fast new 

way to reach Asia. 
He wanted spices, 
jewels and other 
treasures from 

Asia.

He sailed three 
ships on his 
journey. The 
names of the 

ships were the 
Niña, the Pinta and 
the Santa María.

Today, we 
celebrate 

Columbus Day on 
October 12.



ANSWER KEY 

 
Story Retelling: Christopher Columbus 
Students should arrange cards in the following order: 
- Christopher Columbus was born in Italy. He was a sailor. 
- He thought he had found a fast new way to reach Asia. He wanted spices, jewels 
and other treasures from Asia. 
- The King and Queen of Spain gave him money for his journey. 
- He sailed three ships on his journey. The names of the ships were the Niña, the 
Pinta and the Santa María. 
- Christopher Columbus found land and thought he was in India. 
- There were people already living on the land and Christopher Columbus called 
them Indians. 
- Columbus traveled home and told everyone about the New World that he found. 
- Today, we celebrate Columbus Day on October 12.  

 


